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WAGES POLICY — POLICE — COMMISSIONER OF POLICE’S COMMENTS 

289. Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS to the Premier: 

I have a supplementary question. Premier, other than the meth border force, will the Premier provide an ironclad 
guarantee that the actual total frontline policing hours will not decline under his government? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
We will be ensuring that our police are well resourced, that the community across Western Australia has a police 
force it can continue to be proud of and confident in, and there will be additional police officers employed. The 
natural consequence of that is that under Labor there will be a stronger, better-resourced police force—police 
service—dealing with the issues that matter to the people of Western Australia. But just the broader issue, which 
I think the member is getting to, is that it is true that we have inherited a catastrophic financial situation because 
of the former Liberal–National government. Honestly — 

Several members interjected. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: — the member for Hillarys is relatively new to this place, but the reality is that in 2008 the 
state’s debt was around $3 billion. We inherited $33 billion, climbing to $42 billion. The member should think 
about that. The Liberal and National Parties in office increased the state’s debt by nearly 1 000 per cent in 
eight years — 

Several members interjected. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: The member says, “Yes”. Well, yes, the former government did, and the Liberal and 
National Parties of Western Australia should be ashamed of themselves. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: They should be ashamed of themselves. The Liberal–National government — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: — from 2008 to 2017 was the most catastrophic financial government in the history of this 
country. 

Government members: Hear, hear! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: That is what we now have to grapple with. The opposition sits there—I heard it from the 
National Party there and the Liberal Party now—pretending this all does not exist. The reality is that it does exist, 
and least now Western Australians can have confidence that they have a government that is getting on with the job 
of dealing with it. 
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